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Teen Court: peers should judge 
GOVERNOR- STAFF Teen Court is a great 

system because it brings 
punishment to the stu­
dents' level. Teens no 
longer receive punish­
mentfromadultsbutfrom 
their peers. 

Students generally 
have more respect for 
their peers and value their 
opinions more. When ac­
tually faced with the pros­
pect of appearing before a 
court of kids their ages, 
offenders may feel more 
remorse thanif theystood 
before a group of adults. 

Teen Court displays a 
form of peer pressure. 

When other teens judge 
offenders for what they 
have done, those offend­
ers may change their 
thoughts about how they 
previously acted. 

In a typical court­
room, teens tend to put 
on a "rebel attitude." 
They probably feel that 
judges and lawyers 
wouldn't understand 
their feelings or the rea­
son they committed the 
crime. 

Peers in the court­
room who take the place 
of the adults are more 
likely to relate to the 

teens who are being pros­
ecuted. 

Juveniles will also get 
better represention. De­
fense lawyers will be bet­
ter able to understand 
teen crime. 

Some may think that 
Teen Court doesn't give 
adequate punishment for 
juveniles, but actually 
peers are more likely to 
give appropriate sentenc­
ing. The jurors can put 
themselves m the 
accused's situation and 
evaluate how severe their 
sentence should be. 

Teen Court gives kids 

Letter: adult reacts immaturely 
Dear Editor, 
On Tuesday, April 23, 

as I was coming back from 
my open, I noticed a man 
behind the Episcopal 
Church parking lot pick­
ing up litteron the ground 
and placing it on kids' 
cars. 

Not only was he just 
putting this trash on a car 
windows, but he was 
pouring pop, dirt, and 
cups of chew all over a 
student's car window. 

Let me stop right here 
and, first of all, say how 
nice it is that this parish 
lets students use their 

parking lot and also how 
sorry I am that some stu­
dents abuse this privi­
lege by littering there. 

That said, why, in­
stead of rather saying 
something to the own­
ers of the cars or our 
school, would someone 
purposely go out and 
vandalize an 
individual's car? How 
does one know who was 
littering there? Why 

. would you punish inno­
cent people for someone 
else's mistakes? 

I asked this man what 

he was doing. His re­
sponse cannot be printed 
in this paper. Let's just 
say that he tried justify­
ing these actions by say­

ing he was sick of kids 
littering. 

If h� wants to get a 
point across, he can do so 
by not allowing us to park 
there or even announc­
ing that if we don't clean 
up after ourselves, then 
this parking lot will be 
taken away. Instead of 
doing either of these 
grown up/mature 
things, hevandalizedstu-

a much-needed second 
chance. Breaking the law 
is usually done sponta­
neously, without any 
thought to the inevitable 
consequences. Offenders 
have broken the law and 
deserve to pay for their 
crime, but the program 
helps to get juveniles back 
on the right track. They 
may finally realize that 
their actions do have an 
effect on their life. 

The program can only 
be as successful as the 
offenders make it. They 
should see it as an oppor­
tunity to start over. 

dent cars and even at­
tempted to get in them. 
Two individuals are 
lucky-their doors were 
locked. 

Two wrongs don't 
make a right. If this man 
wants us to respect the 
parking lot, then this cer­
tain man should apolo­
gize for his immature ac­
tions. If he agrees to do 
this, then I believe we 
can do the same by pick­
ing up our trash. 

Sincerely, 
Sandy Voller, junior 
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Watchman, what of the night? Do you think being sentenced by your own peers
would make you less likely to commit another crime? 

"Most kids who commit 
crimes are doing it despite 
what their peers tell them."­
junior Dustin Hight 

"Peer pressure can be a good 
thing. Knowing that your peers 
think you were wrong and that 
they feel you deserve punish­
ment may be more effective 
than a judge who does that for 
a living."-sophomore Holly 
Curtis 

I 
Yes-28% 

No-72% 

/ 

"It may humiliate the par­
ties and make them think 
twice before committing a 
crime. "-freshman William 
Norton 

"There would be a bigger 
problem with fairness [in the 
court system] that there al­
ready is."-senior Melissa 
Nickerson 

93 students polled. Compiled by Governor editors. Photos by Gerda Jorgenson. 
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IFHL: What could be better? 
So this is my final col­

umn, and you know I 
save the best for last. It's 
time for the IFHL to 
grace this column. 

For those of you who 
don't know, the Intramu­
ral Floor Hockey League 
has been a tremendous 
success so far. 

Led by such fierce 
competitors as Sean 
Corcoran and his amaz­
ing goalie play, or Wire/ 
Jorgenson's solid de­
fense, and the firepower 
of the Scott/Wegman of­

tensive attack, the IFHL 
certainly is very enter­
taining. 

Although only juniors 
and seniors were al­
lowed to play due to ex­
cessive numbers, the 
stands have been packed 
with underclassmen as 
well. 

The night begins with 
commissioner Dan 
Snyder tossing the ball to 
a squad, then assuming 
his position at center 
court against the bleach­
ers, one he rarely moves 
from. 

Kidding aside, it was 
Snyder along with stu­
dent body president and 
vice president Michael 
Bumann and Max 
Huber, who helped bring 
the IFHL to life. 

Now the IFHL is al­
most bigger than life, 
with better coverage 
than most sports in the 
Capital Journal, thanks 
to the one-of-a-kind P.K. 
(Parker Knox, for those 
of you who live under 
rocks.) 

Every night there are 

things you can guarantee 
you will see during IFHL 
play. 

At least one team has 
to make last-second 
phone ca]ls to make sure 
they have one member of 
the female sex, as 
Snyder's rule is "no girls, 
no game," and a forfeit. 

You will also see T-M 
SlapShot's armor, which 
if you don't look closely, 
you will never be sure 
who is under all that 
garb. 

Then there are the 
Max Hubers and the Jon 
Kotilneks who leave it all 
on the floor. Those two 
had perhaps the best 
game to date in IFHL his­
tory last week. 

However, IFHL action 
is not for the weak at 
heart. Last Tuesday's 
events saw Zack Word 
get busted open by an 
inadvertent stick, one 
that impressed many 
guys for blood volume. 

Then there's Bradley 
Ronald Wire, who has 
likely played his last 
IFHL game, thanks to a 
severe knee injury during 
a tightly-contested IFHL 
game. It is the heroes 
such as Wire that define 
what the IFHL is all 
about. 

It's not sports-enter­
tainment, like the IBA. 
It's not an official sport, 
such as football or track. 
It's not an art, such as the 
play. 

Yet, the IFHL has 
found its niche. Indeed, 
unlike many expansion 
leagues, the IFHL will be 
around for years to come. 

SPORTS GOVERNOR 

Inexperience, bad luck trouble tracksters 
A slow and steady 

pace may have worked 
for the turtle, but un­
fortunately for 
tracksters, that method 
does not work. 

This season, Gover­
nor track coaches have 
been trying to compen­
sate for the loss of 
valuable runners such 
as Brad Lowery and 
Mat Ripperger. 

Although many 
runners went out this 
year, it might not have 
been enough. 

"We have good 
numbers this year," 
said first year head 
boys coach, Chad 
Gusso. "[But], there are 
not as many freshmen 
stepping up as I would 
have liked to have." 

Poor weather has 
also been a major fac­
tor in the team's lack of 
success. Snow, low 

DOWN IBE STRETCH IBEY COME . .  fresl1111e11 Ro11nie 
Boettcher, Zach Vogt and Brady Neil es t11m the final comer 
during a practice. (photo by Gerda Jorgenson) 

temperatures and strong region time," added 
winds have made run- Gusso. 
ning and conditioning Despite the bad luck, 
difficult for practices. runners continue to work 

'Tm looking forward towards their goals. 
to more improvement. "I think that our team 
We've been doing the is improving every 
best we c;aP:

1 l;>�t it's 
8

0- meet," said iunior Pat 
ing to be tough towards Anderson. "We work 

hard every day in prac­
tice, and although we 
may not have the fast­
est runners in the state, 
we compete as hard as 
anybody." 

Inexperience has 
been a big factor in the 
squad's struggles, as 
most of the freshmen 
are running varsity for 
the first time and don't 
know what to expect. 

"We have some re­
ally fast individual run­
ners and a team with a 
lot of potential, but it's 
disappointing when we 
get such a low score and 
other teams look down 
on us," said freshman 
Mandy Jung. 

Hopefully the un­
pleasant weather will 
hold off for the Gover­
nors' next track meet in 
Sturgis tomorrow. 

by Tiffany Murtland 

Decker signs letter of intent to UND 
Senior Dalton Decker 

has signed a letter of in­
tent, or a promise to play 
baseball at the University 
of North Dakota in 
Grand Forks. 

Decker is a 6 foot 4 
inch lefthanded pitcher 
who currently plays for 
the Post 8 legion team. 

Since there are so few 
left-handers, his size and 
power make him rare 
and highly valuable in 
the baseball world. 

The University of 
North Dakota "Fighting 
Sioux" are a NCAA Divi­
sion II team in the North 
Central Conference. 

Other teams in the 
NCC are SDSU, USO, 
NDSU, and other teams 
from North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, 
Minnesota, and Colo­
rado. 

Dalton plans on play­
ing his freshman season 
instead of redshirting. 

Redshirting allows a 
freshmen to practice with 
the team and not lose one 
of their four years of eli­
gibility. 

" I  think I am ready [to 
play] and I don't want to 
sit and watch for a year," 
Decker commented. 

Many players sit out 
the year to weightlift and 
get used to the system at 
the college. 

Last season, he was 
Post 8' s leading pitcher in 
his first year of legion 
baseball. 

Last year's team fin­
ished in seventh place in 
the State American Le­
gion Baseball Champion­
ship Tournament held 
here in Pierre. 

"I'm very excited to 
be able to move a step af­
ter Legion and play base­
ball for four more years," 
says Decker. 

Decker led last year's 
pitching staff with a 7-6 

NOW A FIGHTING 
SIOUX ... 11,e newest UND 
player, Dalton Decker (photo 
by Gerda Jorgenson) 

record, leading the team 
in innings pitched and 
strikeouts. 

With some help by his 
teammates and coach 
this year, he could have 
one of the best pitching 
years in Post 8 baseball 
history. 

This year 's legion 
squad has a core of re­
turning starters and is 
expected to be a con­
tender for the state cham­
pionship. 

First year coach Jim 
Iverson, an experienced 

pitcher, should be a big 
help to Dalton and the 
team. 

Decker also wrestled 
for Riggs for the first time 
this year and finished 
sixth in the state for the 
wrestling squad. 

In past years, Decker 
has played basketball 
and football. 

Many baseball players 
are disappointed with 
the lack of recruiting in 
the Midwest because 
most people don't watch 
college baseball. 

The teams go after 
players from the South 
who play baseball year 
round, unlike here where 
it is only played in the 
summer. 

Decker is proof that if 
you work hard enough 
and have a little luck, you 
can do anything you 
want to. 

by Tony Rislov 




